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ear the entrance to a subdivision
in Suffolk County, New York, stands a crape
myrtle tree covered with large yellow and
white flowers. It was planted by neighbors
in memory of Cody, a golden retriever who
passed away on June 5, 2007. The tree is
positioned so that it is visible from inside
the house where Cody lived. Within chat
house is a box filled with hundreds of cards
and notes, written to Roy and Lois Gross
from people who knew Cody. Next to the
box is a pile of newspaper columns that
announce Cody’s death and recap his life.
A DVD preserves televised coverage of his
life and death. At the suggestion of an officer
of the SPCA of Suffolk County, a charitable
foundation was established in Cody’s name.

Why would the death of a dog inspire such
reaction? If you were fortunate enough to
have crossed paths with Cody, you would
understand. I met him several years ago when
I was looking for dogs to include in my firse
book. He was with Lois outside a bagel shop
in South Florida. There was something about
Cody that was magnificent. Maybe it was his
soulful eyes, the way he held himself with
great dignity, the coat that was the thickest I
have ever seen on a Golden Retriever. Maybe
ic was all chis and more, but what I do know
is that Cody had a presence that drew me
to him like a magnet. I introduced myself
to Lois and asked if T could have Cody
photographed for my book. After spending
the afternoon of the photo shoot with him,
1 realized that Cody was as beautiful on the
inside as he was on the outside.

For those wha didnt know Cody, it's hard
to explain his essence or why he meant so
much to so many people. The answers are
found in how Cody lived, not how he died.

Cody’s family consisted of Roy and Lois
Gross and their son and daughter. Roy is the
head of the SPCA in Suffolk County, New
York. He and Lois are avid animal lovers
who are devoted to helping animals in need.
They divide their time between homes in
Suffolk County, New York and Palm Beach
County, Florida.

Cody joined the family in 1996, when the
Grosses’ teenaged son and daughter asked
for a Golden Retriever puppy. The Grosses
already had an older female Golden Retriever
named Chelsea, a rescue found wandering
the streets. They also had three former feral
cats and a ferret. Scill, it didn’t take much
arm-twisting for Roy to agree to a puppy.
Their vet referred them to a reputable local
breeder, and when Roy saw 13-week old
Cody, it was love ar first sight. Who could
resist a cuddly bundle of thick fur with an
oversized head and eyes that made your
heart mele? Cody quickly adjusted to
Chelsea, the cats, and the ferret, and he
was just as quickly accepted by them. They
hung out together, wandering the house

job as a therapy dog and mascot for the
SPCA. It was also the means by which
Cody got to know many of the people who
mourn him today.

Roy decided to have Cody certified as a
therapy dog when he and Lois became
empty nesters, Roy knew that Cody was
a natural because everywhere they went,
people were drawn to him. They stopped
to pet him, get kisses from him, and talk
about him; many wanted to pose wich him
for pictures. Cody loved the attention;
he was happy to be pet, extremely well
behaved, and gentle. Part of Roy’s job
with the SPCA is to make presentations at
schools, churches, and youth organizations

in an odd-looking herd. The kids enjoyed
Cody’s warm affection, enthusiastic playing,
and silly antics. Lois and Roy were equally
enchanted.

At first, Cody was simply a pet; a much
loved, precocious, inquisitive puppy with
a unique personality. During this time he
was introduced to a hobby that became
one of his passions. One day when Roy was
taking his daughter for a ride on his Hatley
Davidson Police motorcycle, he put Cody
in the sidecar with his daughter. Cody was
hooked, and for the rest of his life he and
Roy attracted actention wherever they went
on the motorcycle and sidecar, whether on
an outing for pleasure or as part of Cody’s

about how to treat animals. Once Cody
became a therapy dog, he went with Roy
to these presentations. Cody loved the
kids, and the kids loved him. They enjoyed
petting him while they learned about the
care and handling of pets, as well as the joy
of being a pet owner. Many children sent
beautiful thank you letters.

Cody loved going to nursing homes, and
the elderly patients found greac delight in
playing with him, or merely patting his
head. His calm nature brought peace to
many residents who had given up their own
dogs. A visit from Cody was always sure to

be the highlight of the day.



Cody also served as a therapy dog for Roy. In
his job as head of the Suffolk County SPCA,
Roy is often involved in gruesome animal
abuse cases. Cuddling with Cody when
Roy came home helped him cope with the
horrors he had seen.

Cody’s most public role as a therapy dog
was for the first responders at Ground
Zero in the two months after 9/11. When
the Suffolk County SPCA sent its mobile
Canine Mash Unit to take care of the search
and rescue dogs, Roy brought Cody with
him. Reflecting on this experience, Roy
said, “What Cody did at Ground Zero was
remarkable. Workers couldnt speak from
the anguish. They would drop to their
knees, start petting him, and cry. Having
Cody by our side made our work easier to
bear. When depression hit hard, Cody was
there to hug and give us strength to continue
our vital role.” Roy recalls that Cody also
helped people who were looking for loved
anes, or simply there to see for themselves
the unimaginable devastation.“People were
walking around like zombies, with no
expression on their faces. When they saw
Cody, they wouldnt even ask if they could
pet him. They would put their arms around
him, and weep. Some would open up and
start to talk.”

Cody received many honors and awards for
his work at Ground Zero. For example, in
2002 he was invited to be on the altar at the
Blessing of the Animals at St. John the Devine
in New York City, and he was the star of the
CBS television show Hometown Hero. Cody
never stopped offering comfort to the grieving
families as he was present at the September
11th memorial ceremonies year after year for

the rest of his life.

Cody became the SPCA Mascot as a result of
accompanying Roy when he made media and
personal appearances on behalf of the SPCA.
Roy and Cody often traveled in the SPCA’
Canine Mash Unit to fairs, spay/neuter clinics,
and rabies clinics. Cody loved traveling in the
Mash Unit, and people loved seeing him.

Roy and Cody also led numerous pet walks
as fundraisers for the American Cancer
Society, the Long Island Alzheimer’s
Association, and other charities. At these
events, people of all ages wanted their photo
taken with Cody in the motorcycle side car.
Albums and picture frames in countless
homes display these irreplaceable photos.

Cody became a celebrity. He was featured
in books, magazines and calendars; and
sometimes was recognized by people who
had seen him on television. Roy, with Cody
at his side, was often interviewed on Pet
Talk, The Family Pet, and other television
shows. Subjects included hot weather tips,
hurricane preparedness, and the proper care
of animals. Sometimes Roy used Cody to
demonstrate the tips he was discussing.

In spite of all the work he did with Roy, Cody
had a very active “civilian” life. Cody and
Roy were always together at home. Inside,
they often sat on the couch and watched
television. Outside, Cody stayed next to Roy
and sat at the curb to watch for people and
cars. Mike Casale, a neighbor, said “Cody
loved everyone in the complex. He would
come over wagging his tail and you would
pet him. When you left him you felt better
about yourself and happy inside.” Linda
Anello, who lived across the street from Roy
and Lois in a different neighborhood, said
“Cody was an incredibly loving dog. He
impacted everyone who met him. Even a
neighborhood child who was afraid of dogs
fell in love with Cody.”

The day before Cody died, he did all the
things he enjoyed most. He went for a ride
in the motorcycle side car to his favorite
destination: the beach. He swam, fetched a
stick Roy threw in the water, and rode the
waves in his own style of body surfing. On
the way home they stopped for ice cream, his
favorite treat. At home he and Roy curled up
together on the couch. He seemed in perfect
health, yet the next day he was moping and
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restless before collapsing. Roy and Lois rushed
him to the vet. Lois sat in the backseat with
Cody’s head on her lap. He stared into her
eyes the entire way. He was diagnosed with
internal bleeding and rushed into surgery.
Sadly, he did not survive.

So what is Cody’s legacy? He will live on in
Roy’s heart forever. The tree planted in his
honor is a beautiful gathering place which
reminds neighbors of all that Cody gave to
them. Cody’s Foundation provides spay/neuter
services, rabies clinics, educational programs
and helps animals in need of care. He left the
world a better place because of the many lives
he touched with his good deeds.

Anyone wishing to make a tax-exempt donation
to Cody’s Foundation can contact the Suffolk
County SPCA at (631) 382-7722.

Carla Genender is the author of DogSense:
99 Relationship Tips from Your Canine
Companion, as well as numerous newspaper
columns and magazine articles. She is currently
working on her second book. You can visit her
at www.dagsensebooks.com.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


