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by BILL CUMMINGS
Special to DogMan

A Fort Rucker, Ala.,  soldier and dog handler was 
killed in action in Afghanistan on Feb. 5.

Staff Sgt. Donald T. Tabb, 29, a handler with the
6th Military Police Detachment, 1st Battalion, 13th 
Aviation Regiment, was serving in Afghanistan with
the Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force.

Staff Sgt. Tabb, a native of Norcross, Ga., is 
survived by his mother Gloria Smith of Lawrenceville,
Ga.

Sgt. Tabb’s Specialized Search Dog, Bo, a black 
Laborador, was injured but is expected to recover, 
military sources said.

Since enlisting in 1999, Sgt. Tabb was on his
fourth deployment. He earlier served in Iraq, Kosovo 
and Afghanistan.

The incident remains under investigation.
www.themovingwall.org

April 17-21...... Locust  Grove, Okla.
April 24-28........... Bloomfi eld, N.M.
May 1-5....................... Edinboro, Pa.
May 1-5..................... Fontana, Calif.
May 8-12 ..................Wellsville, N.Y.
May 8-12 .................... Covina, Calif.
May 15-19 ..................St. Albans, Vt.
May 15-19 .......... Temple City, Calif.
May 22-26 .......Center Ossipee, N.H.
May 22-26 Rancho Palos Verdes,
 Calif.
May 29-June 2.....Middleboro, Mass.
May 29-June 2..........Stockton, Calif.
June 5-9............... Somers Point, N.J.
June 5-9.................Keensburg, Colo.
June12-16 .......... Richmond Hill, Ga.
June 12-16 ..................... Hoxie, Kan.
June 19-23 .................. Elkhorn, Neb.
June 26-30 ...........Tishomingo, Okla.

moving wall
by BILL CUMMINGS
VDHA Vice President

We have just received this information 
concerning the K-9 display at the Air Force 
Enlisted Heritage Hall in Gunter Annex at 
Maxwell AFB, Ala., and the photo shows 
a display that has been in the works the
last few years.

Thank you to all who have donated 
“dawg” equipment – this is a beautiful
display that we can all be proud of 
forever!

If you ever get in the area of Maxwell 
AFB, stop in and take the time to go
through Heritage Hall or view it on the 
internet at http://afehri.maxwell.af.mil/.

A special thank you goes out to Ernie
Childers and John Homa for all of the work  
completed at  Heritage Hall.

by RANDY KIMLER
Special to DogMan

Bill Cummings asked me to gather 
some information for the upcoming
Memorial at Ft Benning for our web site 
and the next issue of DogMan.

I talked with Jesse Mendez and below 
is what I have.

The event will take place at 10 a.m. 
April 19 at the War Dog Memorial located 
at Ft Benning on Sacrifi ce Field.  Jesse 
has asked me to be the MC for the event.  
He tells me that the program will include
a representative from each branch of the 
military and each type dog unit from each.
For example, the Army will have a scout 
dog representative, tracker, sentry, etc.  
Boy and Girl scouts will present the fl ag. 

Jesse did say that John Gurerra will 
represent Marine scout dogs and Frank 
Merrit the trackers.  He also mentioned
that the 507th Airborne Infantry from 
World War II will honor a dog that they 
jumped with in training at the event. Jesse 
also said that VDHA historian  Mike 
Lemish will be there, I’m not sure if he is
going to be on the program.

The 75th Ranger regt.  had a dog 

handler KIA in Iraqi and they are planning 
to honor him.

Kenneth Goss is working on a banquet 
for the night of April 19.  Jesse did not have 
the time or place.  It will be announced at 
the event.

Below is a list of hotels Jesse sent.  All 
allow pets except the Econo Lodge.

Holiday Inn
2800 Manchester Expressway
706/324-0231

LaQuinta
2919 Warm Springs Rd
706/323-4344

Super 8 Motel
2935 War Springs Rd
706/322-6580

Howard Johnson
1011 Veterans Parkway
706/322-6641

Econo Lodge
4483 Victory Dr
706/682-3803
This is located just outside Ft Benning,

Exit 2

SSD handler is KIA
serving in Afghanistan

War dog memorial
re-dedication is set

Staff Sgt. Donald T. Tabb

A mannequin and model of a military working dog make up one display in the Air Force 
Enlisted Heritage Hall at Maxwell AFB. 

Handlers and dogs 
honored at Maxwell 
Air Force Base
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by VAUGHN HULL
Vice President of Units

As of Jan. 13. 2008, the
following VDHA members have 
stepped forward to become unit 
and assistant directors of their 
units.

3 5 t h  I P S D  -  F r a n k 
DiMartino

39th IPSD - Johnny Mayo and 
his assistant, Wayne McLeister

59th IPSD - Randy Carr and 

his assistant, Bill Eberle
6 3 7 t h  S P S  -  D a v i d 

Hallenbeck 
633rd SPS - John Wetzel
I’m looking for volunteers to 

step forward to help the VDHA 
and their unit. I still need unit 
directors for the following IPSD 
units:

25th
26th
43rd
44th
45th
46th
47th
57th
If any members of these 

units  would be will ing to 
volunteer, please contact me at
vaughnhull@vdha.us.

Treasurerʼs report
by BOB PALOCHIK
VDHA Treasurer

As of March 14, 2008:
Checking ................... $4,117.41
Savings ....................$10,604.11

New unit directors
announced; more needed

Treasurer explains problems relating
to service-connected memberships
by BOB PALOCHIK
VDHA Treasurer

I would like to thank all
VDHA members for their patience, 
support, and understanding,
during the transition to the new
website and member system.

From a l l  the  pos i t ive
feedback that I and other offi cers 
have received from you, it was 
well worth it.

I am taking this opportunity 

to try and clarify an issue that
has been brought to my attention 
since the new system went on
line in October 2007.

For  whatever  reason ,
backup for a “service-connected 
disability” for regular annual 
veteran members, who wish
to claim that percentage of 
disability in order to reduce
their dues, has not always been
received. Notes indicate that 
backup in our old system may Continued on Page 3....g

have been or was requested, but 
never received.

With the new system,
each member ’s  prof i le  is
being reviewed when dues are
submitted for renewal.

If a regular annual veteran 
member is reducing his dues
by a percentage of a “service-
connected disability,” and a VA 
“service-connected disability” 

A f M h 14 200

from the president
by FRED DORR
VDHA President

I hope by now all active dues-paying members have
received their new ID cards and certifi cates of appreciation.

A lot of hard work by our secretary and his wife along
with our webmaster was done to make sure we had the most 
up-to-date information on cards. Thanks to all who helped to
make this come about.

We have had a few people ask why all of their dogs and 
places they were at were not listed. The simple truth is we did 
not have enough room on cards to do that. We listed the fi rst 
dog and fi rst unit in your information.

If we have made a mistake on our part on your card or 
certifi cate, send Vernon Anderson your correct information and 
we will replace it free.

If you just want to have a different dog or place listed, we
will replace at a charge of $5 each plus $2 postage. Again see
Vernon.

Reunion news
We will have some of the VDHA merchandise for sale at 

the reunion and it will be sold on a cash-only basis. We will not 
be able to take checks or credit cards at the reunion.

We have reunion news posted on Page 7 of this issue of 
DogMan, so please send in the registration form and register 
at the hotel for the reunion. I have set up a separate outing on a
dinner barge for Thursday night.

They will serve a Mexican meal while we cruise down the
Riverwalk in San Antonio for about a one-hour tour. Cost will 
be $49 per person with any drinks purchased being extra. They
will pick us up at the hotel and return us to same place. Limited 
seating on a fi rst-com,  fi rst-serve basis.

Want to run for offi ce?
Another plea for anyone that would like to run for offi ce.

We need to have nominations in to Norm Reams or Perry
Money no later than July 15 in order to have ballots made and 
mailed in time. Ballots will need to be to you by Sept. 1 and
returned no later than Oct. 1. Results will be revealed at the
membership meeting on Saturday of the reunion.

Enter VDHA’s fl ag contest
I am also going to conduct a short contest.
Quite a few people have expressed interest in an “offi cial

VDHA” fl ag. Several people have offered to let us use their 
special design fl ag, but I do not want to use someone Else’s 
fl ag.

I want our own fl ag, so here is the contest:
Design a fl ag that will Best represent the VDHA. Sent it 

to me in any form you want as long as I can understand what
you are designing. A panel of judges made up of all branches
of service will vote on it and pick one. The winning fl ag will
be the sole property of the VDHA and VDHA only. The winner 
will receive a lifetime membership in the VDHA. If already a 
life member, your membership fee will be refunded to you.

I need all entries by May 15. This will give us time to have
fl ags made for the reunion for display and for sale. Winner will
be announced at the Reunion.

Help decide next reunion location
I would also like to hear from you about where you might 

want the next reunion to be. This will give me an idea where
you want to go and maybe have some info on hand to look at
before the vote on where to go. This can give voice to some of 
you that do not go to reunion because of location to speak up.
It will need to be somewhere in the western part of the U.S.
— anywhere in the Mountain or Pacifi c time zones.

Until next time

Fred Dorr and Sarge 9X07

✰  ✰  ✰

taps

John Bruckman, a VDHA 
veteran of World War II, has died. 
He and his dog Bruno spent their 
time in Asia and were attached 
to the O.S.S. He also served as a
guard with the K-9 corps at Fort 
Robinson, Neb., during the war. 
His daughter reported his passing
in Clarkston, Mich.

✰  ✰  ✰

Eddie E. Armijo, 76, died 
Feb. 9, 2008, in Denver. He 
served 21 
years in the
U.S. Army,
serving as a 
Ranger with 
the  101st 
A i r b o r n e 
D iv i s i on .  
H e  a l s o 
served as a
dog handler 
during the Vietnam War.  

✰  ✰  ✰

Phillip Davis died Jan. 28, 
2008. He was an Army sentry dog 
handler in Korea from February
1965 to March 1966. Randy
Kimler reported his passing.

Check Your
Address Label

Has Your Membership Expired?
Renew online by going to vdha.us
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Membership cards, certifi cates on the way
by VERN ANDERSON
VDHA Secretary

This is a li t t le history
background information on your 
new VDHA identifi cation cards 
and membership certifi cates.

During the offi cers meeting
in February 2007 in Riverside, 
Calif., your current VDHA offi cers
were in a discussion involving 
the new VDHA website, bylaws 
and the probability of issuing a 
new permanent plastic ID card
after we site information was 
transferred and updated.

ra t ing form has  not  been
received and logged into his
profi le for whatever reason, we
are requesting that the form be 
submitted.

A regular annual veteran 
member can either send it via 
e-mail to me or send via regular 
mail to me so that it can be logged 
into their profi le.

From this point on reduced 
dues that are received that claim
a “service-connected disability”
and backup has not been logged 
into their profi le, we will request 
that the backup be sent or the 
requested reduction in dues will
not be extended.

All personal and medical
information on the requested 
form can be blacked out, i.e., 
Social Security number, reason
for disability, etc. The only thing
we need to see on the form is the 
percent of disability the VA has 
determined you are entitled to.

This reduction in dues is 
available to regular annual veteran 
members only and does not apply
to associate members or requests
for lifetime membership.

If you have any questions
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  a t 
bobpalochik@vdha.us.

Look forward to seeing all 
of you at the reunion in October.
Welcome home, brothers.

....Continued from Page 2f g

Check Your
Address Label

Has Your 
Membership

Expired?
Renew by fi lling out the

membership form
on Page 7

Service-connected
issues explained
on memberships The  ca rd  p r in t e r  and 

necessary blank cards and 
printing ribbons were purchased,
but the simple printing program 
supplied with printer was found 
to be insuffi cient to do the job 
required.

I  t h e n  w e n t  o u t  a n d 
personally purchased a program 
at the cost of $600 needed to
provide the quality product you
have received. I have not charged
the VDHA for the cost of this 
program.

While doing research for 
the bylaws, it was noted that the 

membership had voted in 2000 to 
issue a membership certifi cate. As 
it had never been accomplished 
by any set of offi cers following
that decision, we decided then 
to include this with the new ID 
card issue.

It has been a very intensive 
project involving:

1 Getting a new website up
and running

2 Asking members to please
ensure that for all information:

a. Unit name was entered or 
corrected

b. Dog’s name and tattoo 
number (if remembered) was

entered or corrected
c. Mailing address was

entered or corrected for proper 
mailing

d. Entries were double-
checked to ensure whether 
correctly entered as a veteran
handler or associate member (as 
well as annual vs. life)

After about three months of 
work, we were ready for a fi nal
database pull from the website 
in order to start the printing 
process of approximately 1,200 
ID cards, which were needed fi rst
for issuance of the membership 
certif icates (another three 
months).

Once the cards were printed, 
my wife, Sharron, and I ran three
printers doing the certifi cates.

Fo r  e ach  and  eve ry
certifi cate, the information had to
be individually entered by hand 
(handler’s name, dog’s name,
tattoo number if remembered,
unit designation, membership 
type and member number),
because the program was not
capable of importing data.

We tried to ensure that 
i n fo rma t ion  en t e r ed  was 
correct at time of entry and
was constantly checked and re-
checked as we matched cards 
and certifi cates for insertion into 
mailing envelopes.

S h a r r o n ,  a  d a u g h t e r, 
granddaughter and I spent about 
two weeks stuffi ng the envelopes,
checking mailing labels against 
names on cards, and all certifi cate 
information one last time for 
correctness. All were shipped
to VDHA President Fred Dorr 
on March 4 for special rate
mailing.

It was sadly noted that 
some members had no unit or 
dog information entered on the 
website from the time they joined 
up to the date of the printing 
for their cards and certifi cates. 
They were issued a generic basic 
item listing only name and type 
of membership and member 
number.

Sharron and I, along with all 
of the current offi cers.

We also hope you will
enjoy and proudly display
your certifi cates, and that you
might consider contacting those 
members that you know of who 
are inactive and encourage them 
to become active again as well as 
encourage any who have not yet 
joined and have them do so.

Hopefully we will not have 
to redo a lot of them (Murphy’s 
Law) while we complete new and 
renewal memberships.

by MIKE LEMISH
VDHA Historian

I f  y o u  h a v e
an active working 
dog of any breed 
(i.e. enforcement,
assistance, animal-
ass is ted  therapy,
search and rescue) 
that has developed
c a n c e r,  t h e r e  i s
fi nancial aid.

The “Helping
H a r l e y  C a n c e r 
Treatment  Fund”
o f f e r s  $ 5 0 0  i n 
fi nancial assistance to 
help defray the costs 
of veterinary care and 
cancer treatment.

T h e  f u n d  i s
named in memory 
of “Harley” a golden
retriever and a therapy
dog  tha t  v i s i t ed 
wounded soldiers
at the Brooke Army 
Medical Center located at Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas. Harley
had developed a brain tumor in 
October 2006 and had undergone
extensive cancer treatment.

The grants are made possible

from the Land of Pure Gold 
Foundation and its founder and 
president, Rochelle Lesser. The 
money is raised by donations to 
the Helping Harley Fund.

The foundation’s website
at http://landofpuregold.com is

Harley visited wounded vets like John, wounded by an IED in Iraq in 2006

full of information about golden 
retrievers, cancer treatment, 
nutrition, and a lot of other
subjects. By checking out the 
website, you can learn more
about Harley and also download 
a grant form.

Cancer grants available for dogs

by VAUGHN HULL
Vice President of Units

The VDHA has  1 ,041
inactive members. Let’s try to get 
these inactive members back.

All they have to do is pay 
their $20 membership dues. They 
do not need to pay back dues.

If you’d like to have a list of 
inactive members in your unit, e-
mail me at vaughn@vdha.us. 

Itʼs easy to 
rejoin VDHAby NORM REAM

Special to DogMan

VDHA’s elections are not that far off, and we need members to 
step forward for any offi ce they’d like to run for.

To vote, you must be an active member of VDHA. You can
become active again by just paying $20 for dues, and you do not 
need to pay any back dues.

Now is the time to decide if you want to run for offi ce. If you want 
to nominate someone, make sure you have his permission or notify
the Election Committee members and we will talk to him.

All members will receive a ballot in the mail, with an envelope
to be mailed back to the Election Committee.

Results will be announced at the reunion banquet.

VDHA elections soon

Travelling to Vietnam?
VDHA his tor ian Mike

Lemish suggests you take along a
hand-held GPS. Then if you come 
across an old kennel, bunker, or 
camp, etc., out in the boondocks 
you can mark the coordinates.
These can be passed along for 
future travelers.
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mail call!
@ Until I read a book 

“Cracker” by Cynthia Kadohata,
that my daughter brought home
from her school library, I was not
aware of your organization.

When I was 15, my family
had a very aggressive German
shepherd.  Kemo was not geared 
for family life with a houseful of 
children.  My parents contacted 
the military and Kemo went
into service (we were told) in
Vietnam.  This was 1967.  

We  don’t  know wha t 
happened to him, but my sister 
and I told ourselves that he was
one of the best.  We still, 40 years
later, talk and sometimes wonder 
about him.

Hats off to you guys for 
continuing to honor these dogs.

Kay Wagner
The wife of a Vietman 

veteran

@ That was a great move
and a great short story that John
Burnam wrote to solicit the aid 

E-mail your letters
for Mail Call!

to:

dogmanVDHA
@mac.com

of  congressman Jones for the 
Lee family to adopt Lex. John, 
you have gone above and beyond 
in your efforts to support this 
family.

As a former dog handler and 
citizen of this country, I thank 
you.

Any comfort that can be
provided to a family that has
sacrifi ced one of their own is well
worth the price of an old “about 
to retire” bomb detection dog.

Richard Deggans
ouch1972@yahoo.com

dispatches from history

A DogMan column
by MIKE LEMISH
VDHA Historian

What few people realize is 
that the United States was not
the only country supporting the 
South Vietnamese during the
war, as more than 40 countries
supplied troops, material, and 
money in the fi ght against the 
communists.

One of the major players 
was Australia. As a charter 
member of SEATO, Australia 
entered the confl ict in 1962 with 
the introduction of 30 advisors 
skilled in jungle warfare.

Like the British and the 
Americans before them, the 
Australian Army believed the 
use of K-9 tracking teams 
would enhance their combat 
commitment. Warrant Officer 
Class II Robert “Blue” Carter was 
a former dog handler in Malaya
in 1957-59, an advisor to the 
ARVN, and helped establish the 
Tracking Wing at the School of 
Infantry in Ingleburn, Australia.

Aiding Carter was Lt. Barry 
French, who gained extensive 
experience as the tracker platoon 
commander of the 4th RAR in
Borneo and Malaya.

Ingleburn is located about 
30 kilometers west of Sydney, 
where the fi rst tracker dogs began 
their training. The dogs employed 
were exclusively black Labrador 

Nui Dat,  1967. The Royal Australian Regiment (7RAR), wait to carry out helicopter winching training with
tracking dogs, Tiber and Justin. Note special harness on dog. Credit: Australian War Memorial

Australian and New Zealand
tracker teams supported U.S.

retrievers or crosses. As it turned 
out, the very best Australian 
tracker dog to work in Vietnam 
would be purchased for the tidy 
sum of just $3.

Although the scope of their 
mission would be the same as 
the Americans, the composition
of Australian tracker teams 
differed slightly as they typically 
employed two dogs with two
handlers on each mission. With
a compact area to cover, just 11
tracker dogs were employed in
Vietnam.

Unlike their  American 
counterparts, the dogs were not 
tattooed but given a regimental 
identifi cation number with a “D” 
prefi x that was stamped on a tag 
attached to their collar.

Carter also wanted to ensure 
uniformity with the dogs besides 
their ID number, and this was 
through the names they would be 
given. Every tracker dog carried 
the name of a Roman emperor, 
politician, or general. The 11 
dogs were named Cassius, Tiber, 
Justin, Marcus, Janus, Julian,
Caesar, Milo, Trajan, Juno, and 
Marcian. Furthermore they were
considered “enlistees,” given a
rank, and would be promoted 

throughout their careers while 
they worked in the fi eld.

And like most of their 
American cousins, they would 
never leave Vietnam.

According to Peter Haran, a 
handler and author of Trackers: 
The Untold Story of the Australian 
Dogs of War:

“The thing that we weren’t 
prepared for and we weren’t 
trained for in Vietnam were 
mines and booby traps. But on 
one occasion I was with Caesar 
and we actually went into an area
where we’d had contact with the 
enemy and we were tracking 
them and the dog stopped and 
walked back and just sat on 
my foot. It was only after that I 
found out there were four mines 
in front of us plus a 500-pound 
unexploded bomb. The dog had 
actually saved my life and saved 
the life of all those around me.”

In Vietnam, six Australian 
combat trackers died, four of 
them killed in action.

Another interesting point 
is the attempt to have these
wonderful dogs returned home, 
which mirrored the efforts by the 
Americans to do the same. Even
though they never left Vietnam, 
they were on no account turned 
over to the ARVN, so their future 
was a bit brighter than their 
American counterparts.

To be continued…

reports from
unit directors

USAF K-9
by VAUGHN HULL
Unit Director

As of this month March 
2008 we have 108 members, and 
23 of them are lifetime, who were 
with 366th APS, 35tth/315th SPS 
at Phan Rang AB. Still working
on 17 handlers to join. We have a
veterinarian and a vet tech

I would like to thank my staff 
who have helped me throughout 
the years as unit director. They
are:

Carl Adams, Dennis Travis
- assistant unit directors

David James - membership
Craig Lord – historian 

and editor of “Loose Dog”
newsletter

Bob Hubbard , Dale Terrell
- special projects

Frank Casini and Terry 
Allen

12th SPS
by BOB ANGUS
Unit Director

Well, this is my fi rst DogMan
unit director report. I am excited 
about being able to help the 
VDHA in any way possible. If 

there is ever any way I can assist 
any of you, please don’t hesitate 
to let me know.

Let me introduce myself: 
Robert “Bob” Angus. Served 
with my best dog Kingaroo 
‘Roo’ 148F at Cam Rahn Bay,
12th SPS K-9, December 1966
– December 1967. I now live
out in the country near Bluffton, 
Ohio, with my wife, Elizabeth 
“Betsey,” and our horses, burros, 
dogs and cats.

There are a couple of things
I would like to see done for and 
by the 12th K-9 handlers.

First, photos of our dogs and 
handlers for the VDHA website. 
Lots of them. Send them to me 
by mail or e-mail.

My e-mai l  address  i s 
angus@watchtv.net and my home 
address is listed in DogMan.

Second, more 12th K-9 
handlers joining the VDHA or 
renewing at the same $20 fee.

I have enjoyed my VDHA 
membership, watching the 
growth, seeing the website 
become a really professional site,
and looking for old friends.

If you have any information
about a 12th handler, be sure 
to pass it along to me. And 
remember to keep your VDHA 
member profi le up to date. Let 
me hear from you.

See us on the Web at

vdha.us

Continued on Page 5....g
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reports from
unit directors

Trackers
by JOHN DUPLA
Unit Director

For those trackers who are 
members of VDHA, I have to
clarify an issue that was brought 
up in a recent e-mail.

The question came up about 
the new VDHA bylaws. It was 
stated that only dog handlers who 
served in a hostile or war zone 
were eligible to be a member. The 
answer to that is, yes. However,
that was incorporated into the
bylaws to separate dog handlers
that only served stateside rather 
than in Vietnam or other hostile
zones.

The by-laws also address the
fact that a vet tech or member of a
dog team that served in Vietnam
or hostile zone is eligible to join
VDHA as a full member. 

The Combat Trackers were
part of a dog team even if they
served as a visual, cover man,
or team leader. Combat trackers
are included because we were all
a team. I don’t ever remember a
time that a tracker dog handler 
was excluded because he “only”
handled a dog.

Nor do I ever remember not 
helping to look after the dogs. 
We all pitched in to help build 
the kennels and/or helped walk 
the dogs, helped feed them, and 
basically made them a part of 
our lives.

Therefore I encourage every
VDHA tracker member that hears 
from another tracker that says 
he is not part of VDHA because
he did not handle a dog, please
point out that the dog was a team
member just like he was.

I personally would like more
trackers in VDHA because of the
numbers. There were more than
5,000 German shepherd dogs
used during the Vietnam war. I 
can only document around 50 
Labrador retrievers. Almost 100
to 1. If we can’t get in and get 
our due recognition, then the 
sheer numbers will override the
trackers’ contributions and we 
will not be even a footnote.

Now , I’ll get off the soap
box and tell what I’m currently
trying to do. If you get cc’d from 
Sue Merrit, you’ll have read about 
New Zealand’s “Tribute08.”

This is where the New Zealand
government is recognizing their 
Vietnam veterans and having a
national day of reconciliation
and remembrance to those New 

Zealand soldiers who served.
I  have wri t ten to  two 

congressmen and one state senator
in hopes of getting an offi cially
sanc t ioned  proc lamat ion /
commendation to be sent to 
New Zealand’s “Tribue08” on
the Trackers’ behalf.

As you are aware, the New 
Zealand SAS and Australians 
helped train us at BJWS. I believe 
it’s our duty and privilege to
honor our New Zealand trackers 
and fellow Vietnam veterans. As I 
write this, only one congressman
has replied and has designated a
contact point in his offi ce. All my
information has been passed on to
the Department of Defense, and 
I’m waiting on more details.

VDHA President Fred Dorr 
is endorsing this, along with all
the VDHA, and is cooperating
in getting the trackers to act 
as point men to get our New
Zealand ally their due recognition
from the American veterans and 
their government. I will have 
more information when I get 
morefeedback. Until then, Seek 
On.

35th IPSD
by FRANK DiMARTINO
Unit Director

Greetings my brothers. I am
assuming the position as unit 
director of the 35th IPSD. I served 
in the 35th from September 1969 
until the 1st pulled out in April 
1970.

While several of us stay in 
touch, and we even had a small 
reunion last October, I would like 
to invite all former 35th doggies
to participate in the VDHA. 
Brothers, this is who we are.

59th IPSD
by RANDY CARR
Unit Director

As the new unit director, I 
am making myself available to
one and all. My goal is to add 
new members and contact active 
and inactive

ones as well.
To make our unit more

interesting, more pictures are
desperately needed. Articles are 
always needed for our website as 
well. I plan to contact as many 
of the members on record that 
I can.

If any member has any 
questions about anything, do not 
hesitate

to contact me. It’s an honor to
serve my fellow dog handlers.

Signing off for now, Randy
Carr 70-71, Smokey X579. You 

can reach me at rcarr4u@aol.
com.

Korat
by JOHN HOMA
Unit Director

Bill Chivalette, the curator, 
at the USAF Enlisted Heritage
Hall Museum at Maxwell AFB 
is looking for some Vietnam era
pictures for an exhibit.

1. They should be good 
high quality able to be enlarged 
to life

size to be shown behind the 
exhibit items.

2. They should be pictures,
but he will accept digital if 
the pictures have been lost or 
replaced with digital.

3. Please ID the picture
with as much detail as possible, 
including date, base, location on 
base etc.

4. For any questions, contact 
Bill Chivalette directly at:

W i l l i a m .
Chivalette@maxwell.af.mil or 
at (334)416-6150. His address 
is: College for Enlisted PME,
550 McDonald St., Bldg. 1143, 
Maxwell AFB-Gunter Annex, 
Montgomery, AL 36114.

What is needed:
1. Photos of Bien Hoa, etc.

or other Vietnam or Thailand 
bases overlooking a fence line or 
bunker for a K-9 display.

2. Photos of a main gate of a 
Vietnam or Thailand base. It must 
be of the front of the gate as your 
enter from outside of the base.

Pictures will be enlarged 
behind the mannequins on display
as in example of the attached 
pictures.

8th SPS
by JIM WATSON
Unit Director

The 8th Annual War Dog 
Remembrance Day was held Feb.
17, 2008, at March Air Reserve
Base. Special guest speaker was 
Stanley Sniff Jr., the sheriff-
coroner of Riverside County.
Also speaking for the VDHA was 
Ernie Ayala.

Two U.S. Marines were
honored for their service in
Iraq: Cpl. Josh Hayes and Cpl. 
Matthew Kinney were awarded 
Bronze Star medals performing
dog handler duties.

The Oceanside PD was 
also honored for its police K-9, 
Stryker, which was killed last 
year in the line of duty.

Stryker was a full-grown 6 
1/2-year-old Belgium malinois 
with five years of service. At 

the time of his death, Stryker 
had been partnered with offi cer 
Kedrick Sadler for the past year

During his career, Stryker 
had 1,291 total deployments, 
including 153 searches,47 
deterrents, 60 apprehensions, 
and 11 trails.

On Dec. 31, 2007, at 6:29 
p.m., the Oceanside police 
received a call of a reckless
driver. The suspect ultimately led 
police on a pursuit, during which 
the suspect struck a passing 
motorist, continued to fl ee, and 
subsequently traveled south on
Interstate 5.The pursuit was taken
over by the California Higway
Patrol until it ended on the bridge. 
K-9 Stryker was deployed to take
the suspect into custody, but the 
suspect jumped off the bridge,
taking Stryker with him.

The suspect survived with 
unspecifi ed injuries but Stryker 
died from the fall. Stryker, you 
will always be remembered.

The 8th SPS has two new
members.

David Fite came over in 68-
69 and served as a squad leader 
and NCOIC of the kennels and 
is from Houston Texas. Also 
coming on board was Lenodaria 
Gardner, Lenodaria served at
Ubon 72-73 and also served at 
Cam Ranh Bay 69-70 and is from 
San Antonio.

Hope to see both of them at 
the reunion. No excuses, because 
they don’t have far to go.

Also honored at the War 
Dog Remembrance Celebration
were members who had passed 
away in 2007: William “Tex” 
Moore, Art Waterman, H.K. 
Riley and Tom Baker. Tom’s
family was at the ceremony. 
Also commemorated was Cpl.
Kory D Wiens and his partner
K-9 Cooper, Cpl. Dustin Jerome
Lee and Sgt. David Loralemon,
all KIA in Iraq.

USMC MBT
by PERRY C. MONEY
Unit Director

Best wishes for a speedy 
recovery to Mike Boyles, Roger 
Williams, Joe Fore and Don 
Suina. Guys, stop walking under 
ladders and breaking horses. We 
are defi nitely getting too old for 
some of that stuff.

Election of VDHA offi cers 
is coming up quickly. Remember 
you have a lot of options, stand up
and be counted, support those in 
offi ce, or sit back and let others
worry about it. If you choose the 
last please be quiet and do not 
complain.

All the offi ces are open for 

nominations, and I hope we have 
several candidates seeking each 
position.

If you or someone you know
is interested, please talk to them,
and then contact me or any of 
the members of the election 
committee.

I’m not a candidate for any
office, as I’m on the election
committee and strongly feel that 
you should not do both at the 
same time.

The USMC Spring Party is 
shaping up very well, and we are 
expecting to see a few handlers 
who have not attended before.

The Party dates are May 
15-17, 2008. The Mapquest 
address is 1033 Gralyn Drive,
Hamptonville, NC 27020. Closest
hotels and motels are located in
Jonesville, N.C., about fi ve miles 
away.

We expect at least one retired 
MWD to attend and are hopeful
that the local law enforcement 
departments  wil l  have an 
opportunity to stop by and visit 
with us, but no guarantees.

Currently we are expecting
Marines, Airmen, Soldiers, and 
Seabees, and remember everyone
is invited.

If you need additional 
information about the party, or 
elections or any other reasonable 
subject, my mailing address 
is: 1220 Three Oaks Road,
Hamptonville, NC 27020; e-mail 
address is usmc8672@yadtel.net;
home phone is: 336-468-4456; 
work phone is: 336-201-4983.

Please continue your support 
of the VDHA, and I’ll see you 
in May.

DEADLINE
for June

issue

May 18
(Please put a
reminder note

on your calendar.)

Continued on Page 6....g
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Army Sentry
by ERNIE AYALA

yy
Unit Director

I had an anniversary last
month. It wasn’t my birthday. 
It wasn’t my wedding. It was
something far more gritty and 
compelling. It was 40 years 
since the Tet Offensive. For once
nothing bad happened to me.

On the 10th anniversary,
I had an auto accident while 
driving on the way home. I fell
asleep and went off the road to
a hill in which I rolled down 
and then slithered out the back 
door only to see the top of my 
car crunched down to the seats. I
was lucky, I guess. My wife was 
not amused.

On the 20th anniversary I 
nearly had a nervous breakdown
and suffered what is now known 
as Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
or PTSD. Funny how it took so
long to fi nally hit me that if I had 
died in Vietnam, no one would 
have cared in 1988, and I would 
have died for nothing.

In 1998 I started going 
to military veterans functions
more often and eventually found 
the VDHA and the sentry dogs
alumni websites and had such a
feeling of nostalgia that I could 
possibly see the guys I left behind 
in places like Tay Ninh, Long 
Binh and Vinh Long.

This 40th year was fl eeting.
I felt that 40 years fl ew by so
quickly, and yet I can remember 
everything that happened 40 
years ago so vividly. 

Happy Birthday Tet. Here’s
one survivor who won’t be having
any cake and ice cream.

My Easter was a bit blue for 
me as I read my newsletter from
Dave Keeton and our unit, MP 
sentry dogs alumni. We were 
informed that Joe Rasbeary died 
last month of non Hodgekins
Lymphoma. We all know it as 
complications of Agent Orange. 
Joe suffered for eight years, and 
during that time he kept it a secret 
from all of us, so that news hit me
like a brick.

Joe and I were together in 
Tay Ninh. I always described him 
as a cowboy Alfalfa Switzer of 

the Little Rascals. He even sang 
like Alfalfa when he and Tommy 
Boone would pick up a guitar and 
gargle away to the tunes of Bobby
Bare or Hank Williams.

After my unfortunate attack 
by one of the dogs. my hand was 
bandaged up so much I couldn’t 
write home, so he volunteered
to write a letter to my mom for 
me as I dictated it to him. My
condolences go out to his young 
widow Michele and the kids.

Seems we discovered a few 
other guys who also passed away 
who I did not report on before
like Richard Sauriol, 212th MPs 
65-66; Steven Crawford, 212th 
MPs 69-70, and Roy Joe Tigner, 
981st MPs 71-72. We will miss 
these guys and they will be
honored at our next reunion in
Las Vegas.

A guy named Jose Ramos 
tried awfully hard to gather 
enough political support to 
establish a Vietnam Veterans
National Holiday on March 
30. He did get a congressional
resolution signed but only for
March 30, 2008. He picketed the 
White House in freezing weather 
by himself for three days but to no 
avail. The president did not sign 
the bill to make this a permanent 
holiday, so there it died.

However, I will be attending 
his Vietnam Veterans Day 
Celebration in Whittier, Calif.
It was started as a celebration
in the park with about two
speakers, and veterans were
invited to come out and bring 
their picnic lunch, but it has 
turned out to larger proportions
with several speakers, dignitaries 
and celebrities and the venue has 
been moved to California High 
School. I will report more on this 
celebration next time.

reports from
unit directors

by ED COTTRELL
632nd SPS — Binh Thuy

This is a story about how 
sometimes, if you’re lucky, old 
friends can pop up again.

In November 1965, my fi rst 
year of a two-year commitment,
my dog Fritz and I were deployed 
to Vietnam. We staged at Travis
AFB and departed with 47 dog 
teams on C-130s to Vietnam. We 
were 47 of the fi rst 99 USAF dog
teams in Vietnam.

We arrived at Tan Son Nhut 
and the dog teams were sent to
various bases.

I was sent to Binh Thuy, 
where the base housing was not 
yet complete. All base personnel

Itʼs a small world after all

 SPS handlers fi nd RVN friend
 living not too far away in Texas

were living in billets at night in 
Can Tho, except security cops 
and K-9s. 

D u r i n g  t h e  d a y  w e 
sandbagged, building bunkers 
on K-9 posts and around the
barracks. At night, we worked K-
9 and security posts until housing
was complete, when everyone
moved on base.

Soon after I arrived, working 
our K-9 perimeter posts, I met 
the commander of the mortar
platoon — Lt. Chat Van Nguyen. 
His platoon was located on the 
northwest base perimeter.

During my tour, Lt. Chat and 
I became good friends. We shared
time together, having meals and 
drinks in Can Tho, and dinners 
with his fi anceé’s family.

It November 1966 it was 
hard saying goodbye to Fritz, my
best buddy of two years. When I 
arrived at the fl ight line to leave,
Lt. Chat was there, and there was 
another sad goodbye.

Lt. Chat and I exchanged a 
few letters. One letter he sent me 
included a Christmas card, New 
Year’s card, and an invitation to
his January 1967 wedding. We 
then lost contact, and for 40 years
I had wondered if he survived 
the war.

Af ter  my re turn  f rom
our 2006 VDHA reunion in 
Charleston, I made contact with 
another Binh Thuy handler, 
David Homan.

We communicated by phone 
and e-mail and discovered that 
we not only handled the same
dog, but we also were both 
friends of Lt. Chat.

In March 2007 I decided 
to try and locate Lt. Chat. Not 
knowing how to write and send a 
letter to Vietnam, I searched our 
local phone book for a Vietnamese 
restaurant. Having no luck there, 
I did fi nd a new names of other 
Vietnamese.

I  f i na l ly  con tac t ed  a
Vietnamese man who was a
math professor at University of 
Texas-Pan American here, and 
after explaining my purpose, he 
agreed to write the letters.

From the 1967 wedding
invitation, I sent letters written
in Vietnamese to both family 
addresses in Vietnam.

One month later in April
I received a letter written in 
Vietnamese, I took it to my new
friend’s home for a translation.

Surprise. He told me that the 
letter was from Chat, and that 
he lived in Fort Worth, Texas
— about 500 miles from me.

I called Chat and I visited 
with him the very next weekend. 
Then he visited me on Memorial
Day weekend in south Texas.

A few Binh Thuy handlers
held a small reunion in Fort 
Worth in August, with Chat as our 
guest of honor. We are planning
for the San Antonio reunion, and 
I hope that Chat can attend.

Chat came to the United 
States in 1992 and became a U.S. 
citizen in 2004.

After 40 years, addresses 
from an old wedding card, letters 
sent halfway around the world,
who would have thought that I 
would fi nd my friend living just 
500 miles away.

See us on the Web at

vdha.us

by DICK LEONARD
Reunion Chair

Forty years ago in May 1968
the 47th IPSD deployed from Fort 
Benning, Ga., to the Republic of 
South Vietnam. To celebrate this 
milestone, the 47th is planning a 
reunion in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
to renew acquaintances, share 
experiences and memories, and 
have a good time.

All members of the 47th 
IPSD, original and replacements, 
are invited to attend. Invited 
also to join us in the celebration 
is the 59th IPSD, both original
members and replacements, our 
sister platoon, who trained with 

us in Fort Benning and deployed 
a few days after the 47th.

The 40-year deployment 
reunion will be June 13 to June 
15 in Salt Lake City.

Information about  the
reunion, hotel, agenda, and
registration form, etc., can be 
found on the website for the 
47th

IPSD at www.47IPSD.us. 
Click on the 2008 Platoon 

Reunion link on the home page.
Contact information is listed 
on the website in the Reunion 
link. You also can contact
Dick Leonard, P.O. Box 793,
Centerville, UT 84014-0793 or at 
47_40reunion@xmission.com.

47th IPSD plans reunion
June 13-15 in Salt Lake City

Binh Thuy handlers meet with a South Vietnamese friend from the war, Chat Van Nguyen (center), who
turned out to be living in Texas now. The handlers are, from left, Edward Cottrell — Fritz 554F, Dan Bilyeau 
— Chief on the left side, and Lewis Kidd — King, and David Homan — Fritz 554F, on the right side.
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Vietnam Dog Handlers Association Reunion

October 23-26, 2008

~~San Antonio, Texas ~~

To be held at the Holiday Inn Riverwalk in the heart of beautiful
downtown San Antonio. Room rates are $139 a night, plus tax and include a
full breakfast each morning.  Parking at the hotel is discounted to $10 a day. 
Registration will be $95  per person and include the following:

~ Welcoming Package with name button, itinerary,
list of attendees, & local information

~ Saturday Business Meeting 
~ Saturday Banquet Dinner & Program & Dance

~ Sunday Farewell Breakfast
~ Hospitality Room stocked with snacks & beverages

& cocktails all 3 days
~ Commemorative Keepsake

~ All associated taxes and gratuities

Call the Holiday Inn Riverwalk at 210-224-2500  no later than Sept 22, 2008  to
make your hotel reservations.

If bringing a dog, it must be a security type dog.The hotel has a no pet policy, 
therefore family type dog will not be allowed.

Attendees with dogs must make their room reservations by calling Cathy
Rogers 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. CST at 210-272-1517  or email cathy.rogers@ihg.com

Optional  tours  are available

Riverbarge Dinner: Thursday 7-8:30 p.m., Price $49 per person 
Enjoy fantastic Mexican Cuisine as you cruise along the beautiful San Antonio

Riverwalk!
Picks up at hotel dock and drops off at Caso Rio Restarant on the Riverwalk (5

minute walk)
Lackland AFB  - Friday 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., Price $36  per person (includes

lunch)
Visit with the active duty K-9 unit for demonstrations of today’s fi nest airmen

and dogs.  Visit to the museum on base and lunch at the offi cers club is included.
Highlights of San Antonio/Market Square Saturday 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., Price $21 

pp
Begin with a guided tour of the city, where you will discover how San Antonio

captures the spirit of Texas. Now the eighth largest city in the United States, the
city has retained its sense of history and tradition, while carefully blending in
cosmopolitan progress.

Afterwards you will proceed to Market Square, which from  early morning
until late at night, is alive with activity. Visitors browse through the 32 shops at “El
Mercado,” an area patterned after an authentic Mexican market. In addition, there are
80 specialty shops in Farmers Market Plaza.

COME JOIN US AS WE SHARE OLD MEMORIES AND MAKE NEW ONES!!!
For More Information, contact:

Fred Dorr  Reunion BRAT
Phone (361)484-0823 OR (360)663-2521
Email: freddorr@vdha.us Info@TheReunionBRAT.com

REGISTRATION FORM

YES, SIGN ME UP FOR VIETNAM DOG HANDLERS ASSOCIATION 2008 REUNION IN SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS!

NAME ______________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________
PHONE___________________________________E-MAIL____________________________________

NAME OF YOUR GUESTS____________________________________________________________

T-SHIRT SIZE(S)   S______M_______    L_______     XL_______   XXL_______ OTHER _______

BANQUET  MEAL SELECTION:  BEEF_______   CHICKEN________   VEGETARIAN_______

PLEASE LIST ANY SPECIAL NEEDS:__________________________________________________

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY NOTIFY___________________________________________________________________________________

IS THIS YOUR FIRST REUNION? YES:______     NO:______

REGISTRATION FEES
NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING _______ x $95  = ______

SAN ANTONIO RIVER BARGE DINNER NUMBER _______ x $49 = ______

LACKLAND AFB TOUR  NUMBER ATTENDING _______ x $36 = ______

CITY/MARKET SQUARE TOUR NUMBER ATTENDING _______ x $21 = ______

 TOTAL ENCLOSED = ______

PAYMENT IS DUE NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 21, 2008
Make check payable to THE REUNION BRAT and send to 50721 State Hwy 410 E Greenwater, WA 98022  (360)663-2521

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Confi rmation of Registration and Itinerary will be sent out by October 1, 2008. A $20 per person cancellation fee will apply to all cancellations received within 30 days of 
the event.  Cancellations received within 10 days of the event will be non-refundable.  Call the Holiday Inn Riverwalk at 210-224-2500 no later than September 21, 2008,
to make your hotel reservations.  Be sure to mention you are with the Vietnam Dog Handlers Associaton  Reunion to receive your group rate of $139 a night, plus tax. If 
bringing a dog, be sure to mention that it is a service dog. These prices are available 3 days prior to and after your event, based on availability,  should you choose to extend 
your stay.
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dogman
DOGMAN is published bimonthly by the Vietnam Dog Han-
dler Association, Inc. Articles and photos from members are 
welcome and encouraged. It is preferred that letters, articles 
and photos be sent by e-mail to dogmanvdha@mac.com

Letters and stories are subject to editing. When mailing 
photos, send original (include stamped, addressed envelope
if you want them returned) to Dennis Herrick, 2392 Manzano
Loop N.E., Rio Rancho, NM 87144.

VDHA is a nonprofi t corporation exempt from federal in-
come tax under section 501(c) 19(a). Contributions are tax 
deductible. IRS tax ID number #33-0690480

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. Postage

PAID
SAN DIEGO, CA
PERMIT No. 960

Vietnam Dog Handler Assoc.
c/o Randy Kimler
2044 Llano St.
Port Neches, TX 77651

Return Service Requested

Schedule of “The Wall That Heals” — www.vvmf.org

May 30-June 2.......Wadsworth, Ohio
June 12-14....................... Utah, TBA
June 19-22.................. Arvada, Colo.
July 3-6...................... Newport, N.H.

April 17-20 ...........Spartanburg, S.C..
April 24-27 ................ Danville, Ken.
May 1-4 .......................... Morton, Ill.
May 23-26 ...............Charlotte, Mich.

by DEBBIE KANDOLL
Special to DogMan

As many of you already
know, Mike Kandoll and I adopted 
a retired Military Working Dog in
January 2008.

F r o m  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  I 
discovered that the “how to’s” 
of MWD were not clear, and as 
a result some retiring MWDs 
fall through the cracks and are
euthanized simply because their 
time for placement has run out.

I passionately wanted to 
do something to help, and since
I can’t adopt them all, we’ve
set up a website to disseminate
information

Please check out my new
Military Working Dog Adoptions 
website, and Let me know what 
you think. Forward it to anyone
you think would have an interest 
in MWD adoptions.

Hopefully, this site will aid 
in placing many of these great
dogs in good homes so they can
have the retirement they so richly 
deserve.

Here’s the link: www.militar
yworkingdogadoptions.com

Peace, blessings and Light 
from Debbie Kandoll — and 
MWD Benny B163 (ret.), too

by FRANK DiMARTINO
Special to DogMan

The Military Working Dog
Team Support Association Inc.
(MWDTSA) had requested a
governor’s proclamation to 
declare April 4, 2008, as Military 
Dog Handler Day in Georgia.

The presentation of the 
proclamation was made March
13 with members of the active 

by PAUL KASER
3rd SPS — Bien Hoa

I took these photos near the
perimeter and at the 3rd SPS 
exercise yard in 1969 during
the high security alert period 
after Tet ’68. The men (and
their dogs) served their tours in 
“Rocket Alley” during a period 
of great tension due to VC and 
NVA movement in the area
and frequent sapper and rocket
attacks.

One day the security police
found and dispatched a 20-foot 
python on the perimeter road
— the longest sapper they ever 
had to deal with.

One resident of the K-9 
kennels  was  a  Malays ian 
honey bear cub bought from a
Vietnamese native.

This squadron mascot was
cute at first, but as it grew it 
became aggressively strong and 
unmanageable. With its strong 
claws, made for ripping apart
bee trees, it kept tearing through
its cage.

I don’t remember the dogs’
reaction to this native wildlife,
but I’m sure they didn’t welcome 
it.

The 3rd SPS CO, Lt. Col. 
Fowle, kept everyone hopping
and kept urging the troops to get 
some VC kills on the perimeter. 

An addition to the 3rd SPS
during this time were Safeside 
Security Police, trained for 

New site
advises on
ʻadoptionsʼ

military, VDHA, MWDTSA and 
Georgia Gov. Sonny Perdue in 
attendance.

The group presented Perdue
with a Georgia flag that was 
carried by a Predator drone over 
Iraq in support of a Military 
Working Dog mission.

Additionally, on Friday,
April 4, the framed proclamation
will be presented to the Army 
kennels at Ft. Gordon, Ga.

ʻMilitary Dog Handler Dayʼ
proclaimed for April 4 in Georgia

Memories recalled of 3rd SPS at Bien Hoa

temporary loan to several bases. 
Some of these even had Ranger 
training.

I have always felt the men of 
the 3rd SPS received insuffi cient 
recognition or thanks for service 
under considerable stress and 
danger. I hope these photos will 
help to recall their contribution.

I was assigned to the 3rd SPS 
from March 1969 to March 1970. 
I served a second six-month tour 
at Bien Hoa but not with that
unit. I was not offi cially in the 
Security Police career fi eld, but I 
felt honored to be associated with 
them during my fi rst tour.

Identifi cation of the handlers
in the photos was accomplished 
with the help of VDHA member 
Howard M. Hayes. 

Members of the 3rd SPS and their 
dogs line up for training at Bien 
Hoa in 1969. At right, Reuben J.
Davis works his dog along the 
perimeter.


