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Immunotherapy is an alternative to chemotherapy,
however, the results are conflicting. Surgical or
adjunctive therapy for oral tumours in cats have
been unrewarding. Surgery in combination with
radiotherapy or immunotherapy is worth further
research.

PHARYNGEAL/LARYNGEAL TUMOURS
The most common pharyngeal tumour is the
tonsillar squamous cell carcinoma. Other tumour
types, such as laryngeal rabdomyosarcomas
are rarely described. A pharyngeal tumour
must not be confused with a middle ear polyp.
These polyps originate in the middle ear and are
attached to the middle ear on a stalk through the
Eustachian tube.

Tonsillar carcinoma
This SCC has a poor prognosis compared with
the rostral oral variant. Systemic spread is present

in 90% of cases but is visible on radiographs in
only 10-20%. Local surgical excision is rarely
possible and in cases of large tumours palliative
radiation is the therapy of choice. Because of the
high metastatic rate most dogs will die within a
year. A significant correlation with urban living
and TSCC may be a clue to pollution as a factor
in this disease.

CONCLUSION

Oral cancer is common in dogs and cats but
tumour behaviour and tumour diagnostics and
therapy are not significantly different compared
to other body locations, making a separate
division of these tumours debatable. Surgery is
often the first step in the therapy protocol and
should often be followed by other adjunctive
therapy modalities.



